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Habits of the Bittern. — I notice some statements respecting the 
breeding Itabits of tlie Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus) in the lately- 
published work of Mr. Samuels, on the Ornithology and Oology of 
New England, which are entirely at variance with my experience. He 
says that these birds build in bushes or low trees or tufts of grass ; 
that the nest is of twigs, grass, and a few leaves,; and that they breed 
in communities, a dozen or more nests being often found in the space 
of a few rods. 

The few eggs that I have found have all been on the ground — the 
bare ground — among thick tufts of lambkill, on the "Fowl Meadows," 
which skirt the upper part of the river Neponset ; nor have I been 
able to find more than one nest on ten acres, though I have searched 
most carefliUy. I make these remarks because I think no part of the 
bird's history ought to go unnoticed ; and because I am convinced that 
he, who should expect to iind a community of stick-built bittern's 
nests on bushes or trees in this vicinity, would be disappointed. 

Bouth Canton, Mass. W. E. Endicott. 

GEOLOGY. 
The Miocene Tertiary Eloba of North Greenland Differ- 
ent voyagers have, from time to time, brought from Greenland, and 
lodged in various museums in Britain and Ireland, rich collections 
of fossil plants, all of which have been submitted to Professor O. Heer, 
a Swiss Naturalist. They were all found 1,080 feet above the sea, on 
a steep hill, at Atanekerdluk, opposite the Isle of Disco, in lat. 70° N. 
A total of sixty-six species have been recognized, and from them and 
their associated facts, the author infers that they must have grown 
where they were found ; that they belong to a Miocene flora rich in 
species, at least some of which extended to stiU higher latitudes ; that 
in the Miocene epoch the climate of North Greenland was warmer than 
it is at present by fully 16° C, or 28' 8° I'. ; and he thinks that "we 
could not by any rearrangement of land and water produce for the 
northern hemisphere a climate which would explain the phenomena in 
a satisfactory manner." " We must admit," he adds, "that we are face 
to face with a problem whose solution in all probability must be at- 
tempted, and we doubt not completed by the astronomer."— ^itarterfj/ 
Journal of Science, London. 

MICROSCOPY. 
Phosphorescent Entomostraca. — Minute Crustaceans, belonging 
to this order and allied to the genus Cypridina, were discovered in 



